
WALPOLE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

SUMMARY OF MEETING –FEBRUARY 15, 2018 
(Please visit the WPS website for detailed and official meeting minutes.) 

 

 Student Representative to the School Committee (SC), Maggie Jackson, reported on academic, 

athletic and extracurricular activities at Walpole High School (WHS). 

 WHS Speech and Debate Team Coach Tammie Ruda, along with students Ellen Irmiter, Nicole 

Waters, Lindsay Navick and Reshma Abraham attended the SC Meeting.  The students talked about 

the impact the Speech and Debate Team has had on them.  They indicated that their public speaking 

skills, confidence and leadership abilities have developed and that the camaraderie experience has 

contributed immensely to their individual and team growth. 

o Each student thanked Mrs. Ruda and Mrs. Murray for their dedication and support to the 

team. 

 The SC approved two out of state field trips for the WHS Robotics Team to: 

o Smithfield, RI from March 23, 2018 through March 25, 2018 

o Detroit, MI from April 24, 2018 through April 29, 2018 

 Mr. Friscia and Transportation Coordinator Kim Poirier provided a school van program update on 

vehicle count, number of students transported and cost avoidances realized from this program. 

 Dr. Bridget Gough expressed her gratitude to the community and families for the outpouring of 

support and heartfelt condolences as they dealt with the sudden death of a beloved friend, colleague, 

and health teacher, Lucia Martino. 

 Dr. Gough provided an overview of the Massachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA) selected 

school project information including number of years the 15 selected schools were on the waiting list, 

grade levels of schools approved and average ages of buildings.  

 A legislative breakfast was held on Friday February 2 at Walpole High.  Senator Feeney and 

Representatives Rogers, Kafka, McMurtry and Dooley were present along with representatives from 

the SC, Town and School Administration, Board of Selectmen, Finance Committee, Walpole 

Teachers' Union, and five interested Walpole Public High School students. 

o The Education Cooperative also held their Annual Legislative Breakfast on Friday, 

February 9th. 

 The message is to ask our legislators to assist with Circuit Breaker funding and 

budget shortfalls. 

 The Strategic Plan Meeting was held on Thursday, February 8th.  Approximately 60 people 

participated in this Meeting including SC members, administration, teachers, Town Department 

Heads, parents, community members and students.  Thank you to all participants.  The newly 

developed goals and action steps will be provided to the SC in the near future. 

 A Policy Subcommittee Meeting met on Tuesday, February 13, 2018.  SC Chairperson Jen Geosits 

provided a summary of this meeting. 

 Mrs. Gallivan reminded parents and community members that on February 28th at 7:00 p.m. at WHS 

an important parent presentation is being held that focuses on the social and emotional well-being of 

our children.  This presentation, sponsored by the SC and Walpole Drug and Alcohol Coalition, will 

provide information on effective ways to educate, guide and empower students through their 

adolescent and young adolescent years. This presentation is open to high school students, faculty and 

community, but it specifically targets parents of grades 6-12. Topics will include what parents need to 

know about underage use of drugs and alcohol and the potential dangers when teenage dating 

becomes unhealthy. Guest speaker, Dr. Malcolm Astley, whose Wayland daughter was killed by her 

boyfriend, will speak about teen dating violence and promoting healthy relationships. 

o We hope you will join us on February 28th as we work together to empower our 

children to make responsible decisions. 

 Due to the sensitive nature of the presentation, it is recommended for high 

school students only. 

 The next regular SC Meeting will be March 8, 2018. 


